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Book the Month Club---February Selection 


Thurber, James. The Thurber Carnival. Feb. 


1944. 369p. $2.75. 


This selection prose and drawings, completed during 
Thurber’s “prime, period which extended roughly from 
the year Lindbergh flew the Atlantic the day coffee 
was rationed,” the main gay and giggling. Much 
has already appeared magazine book form, and 
possesses that touch fragile and short-lived wit, great 
deal meaninglessness around core meaning, which 
stimulates reading public enthusiastic over metropolitan 
archness. 


When Thurber serious—which, rather unexpectedly, 
may looked for humorist—he controls the barbs 
and arrows with which outrages fortune, and brings 
the tradition Nye and Dunne mind. This par- 
ticularly the case when writing parody. Noting that 
Dali demands high price for his autobiography, pre- 
pares “The secret life James Thurber,” revealing how 
was pursued childhood fugue, the phrase “she 
was all ears” suggesting surrealist monstrosity dripping 
aural appendages. Erskine Caldwell deservedly mal- 
treated copy his painful dialect, dull repetition, 
empty horror and aimless plot, “Bateman comes home,” 
the moral which is: “If you keep long enough 
turns into novel.” And, doubted that Ger- 
trude Stein will comprehend his “There’s owl 
where insists that pigeons are definitely not 
alas.” 


Thurber somewhat serious, too, sketching the hilarity 
literately well-spent life: has wild experiences 
with automobiles and garage mechanics, servants, night- 
mares and Airedales, professors and the Miss 
Groby earlier school days who “was forever climbing 
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the margins books and crawling between the lines, 
hunting for the little gold phrase.” 


But reading Thurber can emphasized the under- 
linings pencil. There sheer nonsense, without 
seriousness, which the reader will check find again 
inflict visitors. appears most his “Fables,” 
the imaginary surrender Grant Appomattox, 
the cartoon sequence, “The bloodhound and the bug,” 
and the uproarious newspaper column, “The pet 
department.” 


Many his attempts capture the banality modern 
conversation are perfect their way, although the result- 
ant picture generally more tragic than the author may 
have intended: the attempt hen-pecked Walter Mitty 
live heroic dream-world, the devastatingly real 
quarrels the Winships, and the sketch the story- 
interrupter “The curb the sky” and the practical 
joker “Destructive forces One leans toward 
the interpretation that the viewpoint mere humor, 
because the inconsistent admiration which expressed 
for his journalistic lies the Riviera edition the 
Chicago Tribune, his romanticized combination charity 
and thievery, Doc Marlowe, and the tear shed for the 
crude, pseudo-genius, Elliot Vereker. author whose 
humor basically autobiographical could admired 
more there were more soundness. 


There sprinkling blasphemy some the dialogue 
recognizable characteristic most New Yorker prose. 
the drawings: few may object the slight allusive- 


ness those pp. 323, 324, 339, 341, 347 and 356. 


James Tobin, Ph.D., 
Fordham University 
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202 Root Coles 


Root, Waverly. The Secret History the War. Scrib- 
Jan. 15, 1945. Vol. 645p.; Vol. II, 632p. $10.00. 


When you have finished reading the two big books that 
compose this set, you may wonder whether was 
worth the time and effort. This reader believes that 
was, even though has not been convinced that Waverly 
Root was always right. The author himself admits the 
difficulty writing “secret history” relative the war 
this rather early date. states: have had deal 
with the most difficult and the most dangerous material 
—those facts which powerful men and powerful interests 
have desired hide. secure most these facts has 
not been easy. confirm many them would have 
been impossible (II, 566).” 


Unless you are willing accept that point view, there 
sense reading the books, since they are practically 
innocent documentation. But they are simply crammed 
with statements, and quite likely that the greater part 
the statements are also facts. The author, newspaper 
man Paris the war approached, has written twenty- 
six chapters covering all events and all continents, from 
the preliminaries the war, complexities 
international relations are not simplified the author: 
anything, they are made more involved. Certain sym- 
pathies and antipathies are stressed repeatedly, and 
times one wonders the objectivity the treatment. 
For example, Mr. Root very much Russia’s friend. The 
introductory material the first volume makes this clear. 
writes: “In only one large country outside the Axis 
was untrue that diplomacy was decadent during the 
years that preceded the war. That country was Russia 
(I, 7).” The usual “party seems followed 
here, i.e., Russia tried make alliance with France and 
with England, was rebuffed, and necessity joined Hitler. 
Although Mr. Root devotes many pages this justifica- 
tion the Russian-German relationship, nowhere 
proves that such treaty was necessary for Russia’s safety. 
Neither does discuss the freedom which Hitler then 
had for action against Poland. Mr. Root admits, however, 
that Communism France hurt the war effort (I, 157), 
but convinced that real treason among the French 
leaders was responsible for the crash 1940 (I, 170). 
the chapter entitled “France’s ‘National Revolution’ his 
complete distrust and contempt for Pétain are made 
clear; for Laval there the same attitude; for Gaulle 
there unbounded admiration. This treatment detailed 
and quite convincing; many will say altogether convincing. 
The chapter life France under German occupation 
seemingly excellent; facts and figures are given show 
how Germany simply appropriated practically all the 
wealth France, while wrecking the French government 
and starving the French people, meanwhile keeping two 
million French soldiers captives Germany. Many 
pages give detail the gruesome, even well known, 
horrors the German occupation Poland. Regarding 
Communism, the author argues: “It more probable 
that Allied victory will mean the spread Com- 
munism than that Allied victory will mean the end 
Communism Russia (I, 521).” That statement, 
convincing many, disregards the fact that most unemo- 
tional observers realize that capitalism will probably not 
revived Europe after the war for the very simple 
reason that there capital left operate the system. 
The accrued wealth centuries has been liquidated 
the destruction the war. The Russian campaigns, the 
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war northern Africa, and the confusing mission Hess 
are given much consideration. times the multiplicity 
facts, they are all facts, really amazing. Nowhere 
else has this reviewer seen such array data 
many topics related the war. 


the second volume the foreign policy our govern- 
ment given microscopic examination, and rather 
severely condemned. Reasons: for being 
Franco, whom Mr. Root regards enemy every- 
thing decent civilization; for being friendly Darlan, 
who gave help whatever seizing French Africa, 
according the author; for being friendly Pétain, 
whom Mr. Root considers willing follower Hitler; 
for being unrealistic when dealing with Japan, and for not 
being vigilant December, 1941. Social and economic 
conditions Germany are exhaustively treated, with most 
the information seemingly very reliable. Our invasion 
North Africa described detail. Giraud the re- 
cipient much adverse criticism; Gaulle alone 
trusted the French leaders. well arranged index 
sixty-four pages supplements this impressive treatment 
the secret phases the war. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, Chicago 


Crime Club---January Selection 


Coles, Manning. Green Hazard. Doubleday. (The 
Crime Club). January 29, 1945. 245p. $2.00. 


The work the Manning Coles (Adelaide Manning and 
Cyril Cole, and not confused with the Cambridge 
Coles who deal murder exclusively, not espionage) 
not exactly coterie art; but yet appreciation 
has been limited wide, but not wide enough, circle 
the more discriminating connoisseurs the rarer 
mystery story. The time has come widen that circle 
still further, for upon the Coles has descended, far 
this war concerned, John Buchan’s rain-splashed 
trenchcoat from the far off days Greenmantle and 
Mr. Standfast. all due fairness Helen 
and Dorothy Cameron Disney, the Coles are our first 
contemporary romancers espionage. Nor does 
sweeping generalization ignore the very different claims 
Graham Greene and Eric Ambler, since Alexander 
Pope’s shrewd aphorism holds true here much 
greater matters: every work regard the writer’s end, 
Since none can compass more than they intend. The 
Coles manage compass just what they intend, which 
turn out rattling good yarns plot 
and counterplot England, Germany, and the occupied 
countries western Europe. Not that they are without 
their own especial insights; they can communicate 
the reader, with sad incisiveness, something one finds 
hard realize connection with the profession 
espionage: very often spy must, almost necessity, 
dearly love the country intrigues against. Gibson, 
whose nom guerre was something quite other the 
dossiers the Gestapo, has cynical liking for the 
witches’ brew has cook hours. 
wake and find I’m Somerset and all this 
evil dream’.” Elphinstone Hambledon, espion 
par excellence and king spy takers, also can play the 
Hamlet man upon occasion. “Hambledon looked away 
from her convulsed face only see what was almost 
shocking—Grautz the doorway smiling placidly. Oh, 
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London where people don’t hate whole- 
heartedly.” 


Green Hazard the fifth instalment the cycle Ham- 
bledon and his associates the Foreign Office and 
goings are too neatly departmental 
styled saga Tommy Hambledon, grayer 
and slower foot than when was member 
Military Intelligence the first war, still spry enough 
outwit Doktor Goebbels face face the bar 
Berlin’s Adlon Hotel; his impersonation Sigmund 
Ulseth, dynamiter extraordinary and international crook, 
has been thrust upon him raiding party S.S. 
men and makes the most indulge some 
plain and fancy sabotage against the armies the 
Reich, with the competent assistance Grautz, sar- 
donic Dutch chemist brooding over the fate Rotter- 
dam. Grautz not arresting person radio-expert 
Rick, whose shoes obviously designed fill, used 
be; and serious Coles fans may jib little the lower 
level suspense Green Hazard. not good, 
sure, the inimitable Drink Yesterday and 
Toast Tomorrow which Bennet Cerf was regret- 
fully obliged exclude from his omnibus volume 
great spy stories. But every bit deftly handled 
its two immediate predecessors, They Tell Tales 
and Without Lawful Authority. Not first rate Coles, 
you will. But first rate according anyone else’s 
book. 


suppose any estimate the series’ charm stands and 
falls with Tommy Hambledon. Buchan’s Major Richard 
Hannay has certain Calvinistic dourness beneath his 
bonhomie; not Master Hambledon, who not Scottish 
all but the neighboring bulldog (Drummond variety) 
breed. Skylarking heroes British fiction antedate 
the fifth-form jollities Waugh and Wodehouse; they 
start with Prince Hamlet (Shakespeare’s Elsinore, after 
all more Danish than Victoria Station) who con- 
signed Rosencrantz and Guildenstern fate not unlike 
that which, Hambledon’s instigation, overtakes ad- 
venturer Sigmund Ulseth, hoist, the most literal sense 
the word, cigar boxes filled with his own Ulsenite 
petard. know’,” says Tommy Hambledon, dream- 
ily meditating the last calling card will leave upon 
his old adversary, Herr Doktor Goebbels, ‘I’m becoming 
man one idea—blow up. Let’s burn down for 
change’.” Not real enough for great fiction, you object? 
Well, not real the sense that Soames Forsyte and 
Mrs. Proudie are real, but, nonetheless, real D’Artagnan 
and Cyrano are real. When the movies finally realize 
the fictional possibilities the Coles, the gracefully 
aging Mr. Ronald Colman ought natural choice 
interpret Hambledon’s quizzical humors. 


connection with Hambledon that the Coles’ 
essential magic gets through best; the authentic frisson 
one associates with the imperative ring Sherlock 
Holmes’ voice the Putney Gas Chamber, and, 
occasion, with the proconsular authority Dr. Thorn- 
dyke. You find Gibson’s rueful tribute his 
superior from his point disadvantage 
detention camp near Tempelhof 
twelve tomorrow night,’ said Gibson himself. 
always heard Hambledon was quick worker’.” Too 
quick, perhaps, for the well-bred little ladies squirrel- 
dyed muskrat and lapin who haunt circulating libraries 
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tearooms, avid for the latest decorous homicide amid 
the roses the vicar’s aunt’s garden. The Crime Club’s 
tiny gunman winking lidless eye this month, and, 
those who understand Doubleday Doran’s private 
system criminal hieroglyphs, that can mean either 
come-on deterrent. You pays your money and you 
takes your choice. Green Hazard out the top 
drawer for money. 
Charles Brady, 


Canisius College 


* * 


Catholic Art and Culture. 
Ward, 1944. 270p. $4.50. 


Mr. Watkin needs introduction American readers 
familiar with the Neo-Scholastic Movement England. 
has written not few good books cultural-religious 
subjects. Catholic Art and Culture notable addition 
Mr. Watkin’s other achievements. This book built 
the premise that every real culture must grounded 
religion. (And who could deny it?) Religion, 
world-philosophy, Weltanschauung, has within the 
roots culture and art, since seeks interpret life, 
and sooner later must offer that interpretation 
artistic media. 


Sheed and 


Catholic culture and art traced through four-fold 
season: Spring, (which the pagan Winter); Summer, 
Autumn, Winter. The seasons bear the following identi- 
fication: Spring—from the origin the Church the 
Middle Ages; Summer—from the Middle Ages until 
the start the Baroque; Autumn—the Baroque era; 
Winter—the Modern World. This classification inter- 
esting but highly controversial. Certainly, many will 
not agree that the Baroque period was the finest flowering 
Christian Art. 


Mr. Watkin has never been total Scholastic, but per- 
haps might more accurately called Eclectic with 
Scholastic leanings. For that reason, easy find 
expressions which not agree with the Scholastic tradi- 
tion, and which, this reviewer least, are not correct. 


There are not few passages which create dogmatic 
difficulties. Mr. Watkin’s treatment the Sacred Hu- 
manity Christ, for example, leads one wonder 
has read his tract the Hypostatic Union the 
Word, whether has grasped the implications 
that doctrine correctly. For example: “Devotion the 
Sacred Humanity cannot effect the mystical union the 
soul with God, which its nature union with 
incomprehensible Deity.” (page Mr. Watkin 
does not deny that Mystical Union great grace, and 
that all grace has been purchased the theandric accom- 
plishments the Incarnation, Redemption and Resur- 
rection, with the Sacred Humanity the “Instrumentum 
Conjunctivum” for the meriting all 
wise, what shall say the rhapsodies Teresa 
Avila—no mean authority mystical experiences 
concerning the Sacred Humanity? 


Mr. Watkin favors Platonism rather than Aristotelianism, 
obvious from his writings. But comes somewhat 
surprise read that Saint Thomas “conceded too 
much Aristotelianism.” (p. are few 
other passages where the author presumes put the 
Angelic Doctor right! 
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suspect that Maritain would find hard agree that 
“painting must produce illusion sculpture 
architecture.” (p. 125). One the fundamental prin- 
ciples Art, according the Scholastics, that remain 
true the medium expression. Plaster must honest 
plaster, not imitation marble! Glass should honest 
glass, and not attempt tri-dimensional representations. 
Mr. Watkin praises Renaissance and Baroque art for 
the very features for which many have condemned 
it. conveys the impression that the church the 
Rome one the finest achievements Chris- 
tian art. such opinion this reviewer enters 
demurrer! 


Perhaps one the fine features this book that 
almost every page places challenge. Even though 
one disagrees, stimulating have been given the 
opportunity disagree. 


For the future Mr. Watkin predicts widespread spirit 
contemplation and deepening the interior life, 
under the guidance the Holy Ghost. points the 
stirrings that are evident now proof this—the 
Liturgical Movement, Catholic Action, the Retreat 
Movement, etc. quotes the writings Lucie Chris- 
tine: understood that time had thus divided into 
epochs corresponding the Three Persons the Ador- 
able Trinity.” future the epoch the Holy 
Ghost. One devoutly hope that this prognosis 
correct. 


There fine collection illustrations placed towards 
the end the book, corresponding the presentation 
the various “seasons.” gratifying see two 
Barry Byrne’s fine churches here America the col- 
lection, despite Mr. Watkin’s scant hope anything 
worthwhile art from the modern trend. 


This stimulating book and one well worth reading. 


Fidelis Rice, C.P. 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Thirkell, Angela. The Headmistress. Knopf. Jan. 15, 
$2.50. 


Mrs. Thirkell gives The Headmistress another 
her delightful, leisurely comedies manners. The home 
and social life “little-bombed area” wartime Eng- 
land here revealed with excellent characterization and 
sparkling humor. 


The headmistress the story one Madeline Sparling 
charge the Girls’ Foundation School the Wor- 
shipful Company Hosiers, one the few survivals 
the guild system medieval England. The school has 
been evacuated from aerial-bombed London Hare- 
field House, Barsetshire. The Beltons, owners Harefield 
House, but longer able support the accustomed 
manner, live temporarily Arcot House the main 
street the village, which also family property but 
under lease, thus necessitating their paying rent live 
quarters which are actually their own. The sons and 
daughter the Belton family are service are all 
the eligible youth the town. the school establishes 
its routine, the Headmistress admitted the local 
social group, the young service folk return their 
homes leave, war work absorbs young and old, 
prejudices wear thin and hearts are wrung war- 
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time separations and casualties, young love dawns 
and old ties bind—the story communal life told. 
Intimate detail persons, places, situations abounds, 
There not the entire town single character 
heroic stature, there none qualify villain the 
tale, there not event major importance record 
—but there throughout atmosphere human worth, 
loving and living, sharing the good and the ill that 
makes Barsetshire any man’s home town. 


You like Mrs. Thirkell’s you don’t. How- 
ever, these troubled days, for one, find good 
don rose-clored glsseos and read contemporary novel 
which there intrigue, sabotage, bloodshed, 
obscenity, serious psychological complexes; but 
rather abundance the good, the moral, but withall 
the human, presented with lightness touch and 
humor that refreshes the mind and lifts the 
eart. 


The Headmistress good reading for all and will appeal 
especially those who even these accelerated days 
can enjoy leisurely tale. 


Sturzo, Don Luigi. The Inner Laws Society. Kenedy. 
Dec. 314p. $3.50. 


Positivistic sociology studies society something static; 
attempts analyze the structure society and discover 
the laws its activity methods borrowed from other 
sciences and applied analogously the social organism. 
The result deterministic and materialistic conception 
society. The “metaphysical” conception society 
makes society principle, will, force, idea, spirit, which 
actuates itself itself and realizes itself the vatious 
forms human life. This idealistic conception attributes 
society self-subsistence and value detached from and 
superior the individual. Both the positivistic and the 
“metaphysical” approaches fall into abstractionism. 


Don Luigi Sturzo offers new sociology”, which the 
basis society the human individual taken his con- 
creteness and complexity, original and irresolvable 
principle. the concrete there are only individuals 
society; social activity individual activity; social ends 
are inherent human nature individual, 
force his nature conscious purpose held com- 
mon with others: the consciousness belonging others, 
others belong him, projects the individual into so- 
ciety; makes him social being. This multiple social 
consciousness actuates the various forms society accord- 
ing the variety ends and means and communities. 
Thus societies the concrete begin with individual social 
consciousness and have their end the maximum de- 
velopment the individual personality; and this develop- 
ment inconceivable without society. 


There are three fundamental forms society, answering 
the needs human nature its three permanent 
aspects: its affectivity and continuity the family, the 
guaranteeing order and defense political society, and 
its ethical and finalistic needs religious society. Each 
these complex and each interacts with the others. 
Society never static and definitive, but processive and 
dynamic, and the sociological law that constant the 
historical process that the whole human activity 
continuous process reform, correction and integration 
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what what should be. This the dialectical move- 
ment toward ever fuller but never complete 


The Inner Laws Society shows how this law opera- 
tive the three natural forms, and the secondary 
forms society, and shows second part how the 
synthesis sociality depends the resolution the 
apparently antithetical forces authority liberty, 
morality and law, duality and diarchy. special and 
excellent chapter devoted the trend toward unifica- 
tion all powers the modern state. 


might more accurate describe this book 
essay social theory rather than new sociology”. 
will abundantly repay the time spent reading it, and 
recommended especially those interested explor- 
ing the middle ground between social philosophy and 


sociology. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


* * 


Dunney, Rev. Joseph Church History the Light 
the Saints. Macmillan. 1944. 465p. $2.75. 


present there popular history the Church 
print unless one considers such Farrow’s Pageant the 
Popes. The recent and excellent Outline History the 
Church Centuries (Herder, 1943) intended more 
textbook although there reason why any adult 
average educational background should not able read 
with profit and enjoyment. 


Father Dunney has made the core each chapter the 
twenty-one this Church history the account promi- 
nent saint each the nineteen centuries church history; 
the two extra chapters are devoted the North American 
Jesuit martyr, St. Isaac Jogues, and the South American, 
St. Rose Lima. The beginning and end each chapter 
supply connective paragraphs keep the chronology com- 
plete and add data major events, such the impli- 
cations monasticism the history Europe (p. 144). 


The emphasis throughout the individual saints 
chosen for each chapter, e.g., St. Peter for the first cen- 
tury, St. Justin Martyr, the second; St. Anthony, the third; 
St. Jerome, the fourth; St. Patrick, the fifth, etc. This 
method course open criticism, there are 
numerous saints whose works overlap from one century 
another; secondly and more important, the choice 
one saint for century, St. Patrick rather than St. 
the saint the fifth century, delicate 
choice. 


But since this not conceived nor written text nor 
thorough treatment one cannot too adversely critical 
other than point out that with the account centered 
individuals, the connective core history, ideas and insti- 
tutions (such the papacy, monasticism, heresies, canon 
law, liturgy, the councils, etc.), receives secondary men- 
tion, any all. Thus, hardly accurate call 
church history. popular reading will prove worth- 
while. The style often oratorical (cf. 53-6). There 
are few errors, such the statement that printing began 
the New World 1577 (p. 410, 418) when its begin- 
ning occurred Mexico 1539; the proofreading re- 
grettably weak and bibliographical references often incor- 
rect incomplete. Adults and studious adolescents will 
find not too difficult reading. 
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Grant, Dorothy Fremont. War Parish. Bruce. 1944. 
184p. $2.25. 


This book, intended for general consumption, has been 
compiled largely from press clippings; from strictly official 
sources the author has been barred military censor- 
ship; thus, War Parish only partial record. 


The first chapter, “Brothers Arms,’ was. written 
Rev. Patrick Flynn, Editor the Rochester (N. Y.) Cath- 
olic Courier. Father Flynn calls the chaplaincy the Apos- 
tolate War, 


Christianity always regrets war. The Church works 
and prospers, not because war, but spite it. 
The Church opposes war, but she has never stood idle 
while one was progress. Always she stands for 
peace, but her Apostles are the comrades warriors. 
The Apostalate war full surprises. Chaplains 
have learned that men, who ignored God the streets 
peacetime America, have called for Him the 
smoke battle. That why the Church goes war. 


Chapter Two, “Why Chaplains,” describes the indoctri- 
nation and training period undergone Army and Navy 
Chaplains. “Ave Maria,” the next chapter, depicts the 
efficacy prayer and the devotion the Blessed Virgin. 
Succeeding chapters are devoted the records indi- 
vidual chaplains and the manner which the civilian 
missionaries prepared the way for their military successors. 
The chapter, “War Parish,” describes the living 
conditions chaplains the firing fronts. The title 
the book taken from concluding paragraph, the 
words chaplain 


want get back into action where the war means 
something. Action the only thing. When you come 
back from fighting areas, where every minute means 
something, this peace and quiet grates your nerves. 
happy when orders come through speeding 


back the firing WAR PARISH. 


The final sections include number miscellaneous 
anecdotes and list about 150 chaplains (of course, 
only small percentage those service). 


This book the best weak compilation. written 
reportorial manner, devoid dramatic situations, 
(although has some fine narratives that read like 
fiction), lacking essential knowledge the five branches 
the Services. Inasmuch the writer did not have 
access the official confidential files the 
Ordinariate (or those the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard and Merchant Marine) the omission 
names many chaplains, who have served God and 
country under fire every theater operation, “offend- 
ing and glaring the relatives and friends those 


omitted.” 
Rev. Michael Hally, 
Chaplain, Navy (Ret.) 


Bailey, Temple. Red Fruit. Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 
1945. 202p. $2.00. 


Another story-book romance the Bailey style. Daphne 
Winslow and Lieutenant Kim Ingram become acquainted 
during their train ride Washington—Daphne travelling 
from her small-town home fill government position 
Washington; Kim, home furlough Maryland. 
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The soldier engaged married Sandy Darcy, but 
the plot the story works against his beautiful, wealthy, 
selfish fiancée, and eventually realizes that 
love with Daphne who, course, has loved him from 
the time their first meeting. threaten complica- 
tion, Michael Brinker, writer who lives the same 
boarding house, falls love with Daphne, but remains 
the unhappy, not too persistent admirer. Kim’s mother 
also figures prominently the story. She pleasantly 
impressed with Daphne and, after her son returns the 
service, she persuades Daphne give her government 
position and come live the farm 
not hard foresee the happy reunion when Kim returns, 
though Sandy, still glamorous war widow, makes 
last attempt reclaim Kim’s affection. 


Like all Temple Bailey’s novels, Red Fruit lacks depth 
symbol and story. offers only the most casual 
observations the war, and the characters are im- 
pressive puppets. one brief passage chaplain 
introduced moralize rather vaguely about human re- 
sponsibility maintain the peace prayerfully, when peace 
has been restored. 


The story not condemned praised. 
unimportant story poorly written. 


Scientific Book Club---September Selection 
Jaffe, Bernard. Men Science America. Simon 


Schuster. Oct. 27, 1944. 600p. $3.75. 


Mr. Jaffe has here turned his attention twin problem— 
the development science America and the impact 
that developing science upon the growth our country. 
His method select figure certain field science, 
indicate the state development that field the 
time that man’s work, assay his contributions that 
field and then indicate the influence that field upon 
American development. Mr. Jaffe’s selections are scat- 
tered through the various biological and physical sciences 
with the latter being given somewhat edge. His list 
will questioned many but seems, the whole, ade- 
quate. Each man was chosen the basis the pioneer 
quality his contribution some field pure knowledge 
rather than technology, his awareness the social scene 
and course because the field which worked. 
lesser extent Mr. Jaffe has attempted show how 
the growth science modified our social structure and 
how the growth America influenced the kind science 
that developed. The parts the work dealing with these 
phenomena are rather ineffective and incomplete and 
there little worthwhile save for few general statements. 
attributes our early preoccupation with invention and 
technology during the seventeenth, eighteenth 
teenth centuries the fact that were engaged sub- 
duing vast land with unparalleled resources. the 
disappearance physical frontiers pure science out- 
stripping technological application this our century but 
have always had men who contributed fundamental 
knowledge. Now more than ever before America be- 
coming leading center research fields such 
physics and physiology. 

The material covered this book entirely too extensive 
for synopsis review this sort. Not only are certain 
individuals considered detail but all their contempor- 
aries both Europe and America are brought order 
make the picture intelligible. Many other phenomena 


Jaffe 


interrelated with the development science are con- 
sidered well. The early development science 
America was slow and halting. Its story told the 
accomplishments such men Thomas Herriot, mathe- 
metician and economic geographer. Benjamin Franklin, 
one the last the natural philosophers, Benjamin 
Thompson, the physicist, Thomas Cooper, the chemist, 
and the naturalists, Constantine Rafinesque and Thomas 
Say, all them with the exception Franklin rather 
minor figures the history science but all them 
socially conscious. 


the nineteenth century the pace science America 
quickened. physiology, physics, geology, geography 
and paeleontology major advances were contributed 
Americans. Anaesthesia was the major American con- 
tribution and there had America’s first great priority 
scientific discovery battle. The history anesthesia 
built around William Morton. Joseph Henry’s work 
magnetism and electricity, Matthew Maury’s hydrog- 
raphy, James Dana’s geology and Othniel Marsh’s work 
paleontology are covered detail. There also 
chapter Luis Agassiz whose inclusion minor mys- 
tery unless the author wishes use him foil 
heighten his presentation the introduction the evolu- 
tionary theory into the United States. During this century 
also seen the rise governmentally sponsored institu- 
tions and the foundation endowments for research. 


During the last years the nineteenth century and the 
early years the present century American science has 
come age not only equalling the achievements other 
research centers but surpassing them many fields. Major 
contributions began with Willard Gibb’s work mathe- 
matical physics and continued through the era atomic 
and astrophysics which flourishes the United States 
today. Michelson, Hubble and Lawrence are the men 
around whose biographies the story modern physics 
developed but other well known personages such An- 
derson, Millikan, Compton and Tolman are also intro- 
duced. The development the gene theory heredity 
cited major American contribution with the story 
buiit around Thomas Hunt Morgan and the major mem- 
bers his school. This long term adventure Morgan’s 
among the Drosophila chromosomes one the modern 
odsseys whose path marked with myriad sparkling 
hypotheses many which have been verified and others 
which have fallen the wayside. Herbert McLean 
Evans also granted separate chapter for his achieve- 
ments endocrine and nutritional physiology but the 
story endocrine and vitamin research and their present 
implications but poorly told. 


Mr. Jaffe’s book exactly what its title claims—a history 
Men Science America. Though far from com- 
plete and certainly not definitive reference work 
nevertheless readable account the roles played 
prominent American scientists the development 
their special fields. More than that not being, best, 
only sketchy and inadequate history science our 
country. The book has many defects which only few 
can cited. Certain sections the book are heavily 
overloaded with unnecessary material while others are 
weak their failure include essential material. The 
explanations theoretical concepts modern 
physics are oversimplified, not indicate the true com- 
plexity the problems involved and bear the stamp 
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now outmoded prejudice against philosophy. Frequently 
the still theoretical extended into the realm proven 
fact the treatment the evolutionary theory and 
lesser extent the theory the gene. this case the 
author has also used chromosomal explanation gynan- 
dromorphism which does not seem accord with 
presentday genetic thought. Throughout the book there 
overemphasis upon the materialistic nature science 
and the role can play leading into better days. 
However final chapter the author qualifies somewhat 
indicating the need some training the humanities 
for scientists. That final chapter the future science 
our country contains all the usual ideas for scientific 
advancement the basis for better material world. This 
book suitable for college students and adult readers who 
know something the problems involved and who will 
not accept some its conclusions without critical judg- 
ment. 


Loos, Mary and Walter Duranty. Return the Vineyard. 
Doubleday. Feb. 1945. 243p. $2.50. 


One inclined wonder the significance minor 
but burgeoning phenomenon our midst. one 
month three well known foreign correspondents have 
turned the novel medium expression—Robert 
St. John, John Gunther and now Walter Duranty. Once 
upon time every newspaper man seemed have secret 
yearning write play but now the yearning not for 
plays nor any longer secret. this book the two 
authors have collaborated upon theme that has possi- 
bilities—the restoration normal life war-torn Europe. 
their short work they have failed realize the possi- 
bilities this theme but they have developed few 
worthwhile points. 


During the first spring after the end the war small 
group (thirty out original three hundred) people 
returns their native region build again their lives. 
are not told where the region but since was 
German dominated during the war, central European 
region and the people are Catholics safe guess 
either Austria Czechoslovakia the locale. After the 
German conquest they had been torn from their homes 
and scattered over Europe slave labor. Now they have 
been collected and returned their home region 
Allied Agency, the Refugee Repatriation Board. Broken 
spirit years Nazi domination they have only one 
hope—return their village where familiar scenes offer 
possibility comfort and refuge. But the “Ref 
necessarily using the methods regimentation, wants 
keep them Marketown, small metropolis, where or- 
ganized care can given until major problems resettle- 
ment can solved. However the people, under the lead 
Peter, their former mayor, will have nothing this 
and, sacrificing all hope security, they insist upon re- 
turning their village. They this against the wishes 
the officials who are only prevented from restraining 
them more urgent matters. Returning they find their 
village ruins but there they meet three former villagers 
who have been fighting guerrillas the hills for several 
years—Joseph, Franz, once Father Francis, and Matthew. 
Only one place left undestroyed the village and this 
the Cave. Here they find stock food and the tools 
their craft. one ray hope. The second 
comes when they find that most the grapevines are still 
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alive. The situation discussed with Joseph favoring 
return Marketown and “Ref Repat” care until later but 
the group whole decides remain and make effort 
the face almost hopeless circumstances. Joseph joins 
their determination but plans secretly bootleg the 
wine, hide the money and return “Ref Repat” care for 
the winter. pursuance these plans contests leader- 
ship with Peter but, although few men range his side, 
the people maintain Peter the leader. Meantime Joseph 
has begun loveless affair with Anna, former love, 
whose mind had been deranged the loss her child. 
Anna almost expelled from the community when young 
Mark severely injured buried bomb but later 
exonerated blame. her attempt find new puppy 
for Mark she wanders into the hills and there meets 
old couple, who, their plenty, give her seeds and animals 
for the village. After her return Anna gradually regains 
her wits and becomes the strong woman the community. 
Soon the remnants broken families begin form new 
combinations Clara and Matthew, John and Miriam, 
Peter and Susannah. Joseph longs for Anna and detests 
his former passionate interlude with her but his ambitions 
and her fear him keep them apart. Father Francis has 
not resumed his place the village because his faith has 
weakened and feels himself unworthy minister 
his people after his life active guerrilla. 


Affairs gradually build toward climax. Leah about 
bear child whose father, she alone knows, 
Gabriel, kindly German prison guard. When Gabriel 
comes seeking Leah almost killed summarily. How- 
ever vote the entire group narrowly saves him from 
death and permitted grudgingly join the group be- 
cause his ability farmer. Things seem about 
prosper for the community which finally united its 
determination when Joseph forsakes his plans. But 
cannot get word his co-conspirators Marketown and 
when they come for the wine pitched battle ensues dur- 
ing which several are killed. order spare the village 
Joseph gives himself the authorities but exonerated 
and returns time join with the others celebrating 
the vintage festival the story ends. implications the 
futures Joseph and Anna and the village are hopeful 
and happy. 


novel the present work distinctly inferior. 
places the plot hackneyed and many situations have 
been taken directly from the stockpile. The characters 
are definitely unreal, the writing loose and disjointed 
and whole the literary caliber low. While the 
main theme fairly well handled some the subsidiary 
themes are overly belabored. Forced upon our attentions 
are the facts that the people will have nothing more 
with dictatorship one man rule within their village, that 
they dislike regimentation, and that not all Germans are 
bad. agree these things the main theme 
that Europe can only rise again through the efforts in- 
dividuals and small groups building anew good way 
life firm foundation. Thus far this good book 
and although poorly done some value. However there 
are several objectionable factors: the use excessive pro- 
fanity which not even character; the incident whereby 
John and Miriam are portrayed using, all innocence, 
deliberate fornication force their elders into granting 
permission for marriage and approval that incident; 
the general air overly virile sexuality throughout the 
book and finally the character Father Francis whose 
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sudden renewal faith bit too pat. These objection- 
able features seem more than balance the good the 
book which best suitable only for mature readers 
who will derive little value from it. 


Houghton, Mifflin Literary Fellowship 
Selection 


Wechsberg, Joseph. Looking for Bluebird. Houghton. 
Feb. 13, 1945. 210p. $2.50. 


This series reminiscences Czech musician-journalist 
Houghton, Mifflin Literary Fellowship book. Mr. 
Wechsberg’s career has been most varied, times re- 
spectable, other times only the fringe respecta- 
bility, and his reminiscences are like pattern. Most 
them deal with his experiences while playing mem- 
ber the ship’s orchestra various French liners, some 
few are devoted his short careers croupier, business- 
man and politician. Mainly, however, they are reminis- 
cences the musical portion his career the high seas 
and the ports the world. 


The experiences member ship’s orchestra are 
legion and Mr. Wechsberg has had them all. has 
played luxury liners well the Indo-China run 
where violins fell apart the deadly heat the Red Sea 
passage. his many trips has met every variety 
stuffed shirt well every variety crackpot and 
rascal. Most them has viewed through tolerant 
eyes.and most them has written humorous vein. 
There was the efficiency expert who reorganized the ac- 
tivities cruise ship only have his organization torn 
apart offended musicians; there was the case the 
faked music for the Japanese experts; there was the case 
the smuggler’s barber shop the Ile France; these 
and dozen others show the ingenuity the breed whose 
hiring hall was the Cafe des Quat’z’Arts. far the best 
chapters the entire book are those recounting the au- 
thor’s experiences member the claque the Vienna 
Opera House. There only one objectionable feature 
about the book and that the author’s casual attitude 
toward the sexual affairs characteristic the various 
groups among which lived. Several incidents this 
type are included and even slightly glorified. Otherwise 
the book seems suitable for adult readers. 
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